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TABLE 15.—2002 BSAI AFA CATCHER VESSEL (CV) SIDEBOARDS—Continued
[Amounts are Expressed in Metric Tons]

Species Fishery by Area/Season/Processor/Gear

Ratio of 1995–
1997 AFA CV
catch to 1995–

1997 TAC

2002 Initial
TAC

2002 catcher
vessel

sideboard

Other rockfish .................................................. BS ................................................................... 0.0327 307 10
AI .................................................................... 0.0095 575 5

Squid ............................................................... BSAI ............................................................... 0.3827 1,675 641
Other species .................................................. BSAI ............................................................... 0.0541 26,201 1,417
Flathead Sole .................................................. BS trawl gear ................................................. 0.0505 21,250 1,073

Regulations at § 679.63(b) establish a
formula for PSC sideboards for AFA
catcher vessels. The AFA catcher vessel
PSC bycatch limit for halibut in the
BSAI, and each crab species in the BSAI
for which a trawl bycatch limit has been
established as a percentage of the PSC
limit equal to the ratio of aggregate
retained groundfish catch by AFA
catcher vessels in each PSC target
category from 1995 through 1997

relative to the retained catch of all
vessels in that fishery from 1995
through 1997. These amounts are listed
in Table 16.

Halibut and crab PSC that is caught by
AFA catcher vessels participating in any
non-pollock groundfish fishery listed in
Table 15 will accrue against the 2002
PSC limits for the AFA catcher vessels.
Regulations at § 679.21(d)(8) and
(e)(3)(v) provide authority to close

directed fishing for non-pollock
groundfish for AFA catcher vessels once
a 2002 PSC limitation listed in Table 16
for the BSAI is reached. PSC that is
caught by AFA catcher vessels while
fishing for pollock in the BSAI will
accrue against either the midwater
pollock or the pollock/Atka mackerel/
other species fishery categories.
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TABLE 16.—2002 AFA CATCHER VESSEL (CV) PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH (PSC) SIDEBOARD AMOUNTS 1 FOR THE 
BSAI 

PSC species Target fishery category 2 and season 

Ratio of 1995– 
1997 AFA CV 
retained catch 

to total re
tained catch 

2002 PSC 
Limit 

2002 AFA 
catcher vessel 

PSC 
sideboard 

Halibut .................................... Pacific cod trawl ...................................................................... 0.6183 1,434 887 
Pacific cod hook-and-line or pot ............................................. 0.0022 775 2 
Yellowfin sole. 
Jan. 20—Apr. 1 ....................................................................... 0.1144 262 30 
Apr. 1—May 21 ....................................................................... 0.1144 195 22 
May 21—June 30 .................................................................... 0.1144 49 6 
June 30—Dec. 31 ................................................................... 0.1144 380 43 
Rock sole/flat. sole/other flatfish. 
Jan. 20—Apr. 1 ....................................................................... 0.2841 448 127 
Apr. 1—June 30 ...................................................................... 0.2841 164 47 
June 30—Dec. 31 ................................................................... 0.2841 167 47 
Turbot/Arrowtooth/Sablefish .................................................... 0.2327 0 0 
Rockfish .................................................................................. 0.0245 69 2 
Pollock/Atka mackerel/Other sp .............................................. 0.0227 232 5 

Red King Crab ........................ Pacific cod .............................................................................. 0.6183 11,664 7,212 
Zone 1 .................................... Yellowfin sole .......................................................................... 0.1144 16,664 1,906 

Rock sole/flat. sole/other flatfish ............................................. 0.2841 59,782 16,984 
Pollock/Atka mackerel/Other sp .............................................. 0.0227 1,615 37 

C. opilio .................................. Pacific cod .............................................................................. 0.6183 124,736 77,124 
COBLZ 3,4 ............................... Yellowfin sole .......................................................................... 0.1144 2,776,981 317,687 

Rock sole/flat. sole/other flatfish ............................................. 0.2841 969,130 275,330 
Pollock/Atka mackerel/Other sp .............................................. 0.0227 72,428 1,644 
Rockfish 5 ................................................................................ 0.0245 40,237 986 
Turbot/Arrowtooth/Sablefish .................................................... 0.2327 40,238 9,363 

C. bairdi .................................. Pacific cod .............................................................................. 0.6183 183,112 113,218 
Zone 1 .................................... Yellowfin sole .......................................................................... 0.1144 340,844 38,993 

Rock sole/flat. sole/other flatfish ............................................. 0.2841 365,320 103,787 
Pollock/Atka mackerel/Other sp .............................................. 0.0227 17,224 391 

C. bairdi .................................. Pacific cod .............................................................................. 0.6183 324,176 200,438 
Zone 2 .................................... Yellowfin sole .......................................................................... 0.1144 1,788,459 204,600 

Rock sole/flat. sole/other flatfish ............................................. 0.2841 596,154 169,367 
Pollock/Atka mackerel/Other sp .............................................. 0.0227 27,473 624 
Rockfish .................................................................................. 0.0245 10,988 269 

1 Halibut amounts are in metric tons of halibut mortality. Crab amounts are in numbers of animals.

2 Target fishery categories are defined in regulation at § 679.21(e)(3)(iv).

3 C. opilio Bycatch Limitation Zone. Boundaries are defined at Figure 13 of 50 CFR part 679.
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2002 Sideboard Directed Fishing
Closures

Catcher/Processor Sideboard Closures
The Regional Administrator has

determined that many of the AFA
catcher/processor sideboard amounts
listed in Table 13 are necessary as
incidental catch to support other
anticipated groundfish fisheries for the
2002 fishing year. In accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iv), the Regional
Administrator establishes these
following amounts as directed fishing
allowances. The Regional Administrator
finds that many of these directed fishing
allowances will be reached before the
end of the year. Therefore, in
accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii),
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing by
unrestricted AFA catcher/processors for
the species in the specified areas set out
in Table 17.

TABLE 17.—AFA NRESTRICTED
CATCHER/PROCESSOR SIDEBOARD
DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES.1

[These closures take effect 1200 HRS A.L.T.,
January 20, 2002 and remain in effect
through 2400 HRS, A.L.T., December 31,
2002]

Species Area Gear
types

Sablefish trawl ......... BSAI ....... all.
Greenland turbot ..... BSAI ....... all.
Arrowtooth flounder BSAI ....... all.
Pacific ocean perch BSAI ....... all.
Northern rockfish ..... BSAI ....... all.
Shortraker/Rougheye

rockfish.
BSAI ....... all.

Other rockfish .......... BSAI ....... all.
Squid ....................... BSAI ....... all.
Other species .......... BSAI ....... all.

1 Maximum retainable percentages may be
found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679.

AFA Catcher Vessel Sideboard Closures
The Regional Administrator has

determined that many of the AFA
catcher vessel sideboard amounts listed
in Table 15 are necessary as incidental
catch to support other anticipated
groundfish fisheries for the 2002 fishing
year. In accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iv), the Regional
Administrator establishes these amounts
as directed fishing allowances. The
Regional Administrator finds that many
of these directed fishing allowances will
be reached before the end of the year.
Therefore, in accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing by non-exempt AFA

catcher vessels for the species in the
specified areas set out in Table 18.

TABLE 18.—AFA CATCHER VESSEL
SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLO-
SURES 1

[These closures take effect 12 Noon A.L.T.,
January 20, 2002. These closures will re-
main in effect through 2400 hrs, A.L.T., De-
cember 31, 2002]

Species Area Gear

Pacific cod ............... BSAI ....... hook-and-
line,
pot, jig.

Sablefish .................. BSAI ....... trawl.
Atka mackerel .......... BSAI ....... all.
Greenland Turbot .... BSAI ....... all.
Arrowtooth flounder BSAI ....... all.
Pacific ocean perch BSAI ....... all.
Northern rockfish ..... BSAI ....... all.
Shortraker/rougheye

rockfish.
BSAI ....... all.

Other rockfish .......... BSAI ....... all.
Squid ....................... BSAI ....... all.
Other species .......... BSAI ....... all.

1 Maximum retainable percentages may be
found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679.

Increase in the Contribution of
Arrowtooth Flounder CDQ to the CDQ
Non-specific Reserve

Regulations at § 679.31(f) establish the
CDQ non-specific reserve, comprised of
15 percent of the CDQ reserves of
arrowtooth flounder and ‘‘other species’’
(skates, sharks, sculpin, and octopus).
These species are taken incidentally in
the CDQ fisheries. A CDQ group may
request that NMFS transfer amounts in
its CDQ non-specific reserve back into
either its arrowtooth flounder or ‘‘other
species’’ CDQ categories to reduce the
possibility that the catch of these
species would limit overall CDQ catch.
Species or species groups that
contribute to the CDQ non-specific
reserve are low-valued species for
which no target fishery currently exists.
These species have an adequate buffer
between the TAC and the overfishing
limit (OFL).

During the 2002 harvest specification
process for the BSAI fisheries, the
Bering Sea pollock TAC was set at
1,485,000 mt, based on increases to the
2002 pollock ABC and OFL. This is a 6
percent increase over the 2001 pollock
TAC of 1,400,000 mt. The total BSAI
TAC for all groundfish must be
maintained within a required optimum
yield range of 1.4 million to 2.0 million
mt. In order to stay within the 2.0
million mt limit, the Council often sets

the TAC for a particular groundfish
species below its designated ABC. It
selected an arrowtooth flounder TAC of
approximately 14 percent of the
arrowtooth flounder 2002 ABC of
113,000 mt. This means that the amount
of the arrowtooth flounder CDQ reserve
and the subsequent contribution of this
amount to the CDQ non-specified
reserve is proportionately decreased for
2002.

During the first 3 years of the
groundfish CDQ fisheries, the CDQ non-
specific reserve contained sufficient
amounts of quota to support the bycatch
needs in the ‘‘other species’’ CDQ
category. Arrowtooth flounder was the
largest contributor to the non-specific
reserve in 1999 and 2000, the first
complete years of groundfish CDQ
fishing. For these years, the arrowtooth
flounder TAC was set at or close to the
acceptable biological catch (ABC) level.
However, in 2001, the arrowtooth
flounder TAC was set significantly less
than the arrowtooth flounder ABC. This
initiated concern among CDQ program
participants that vessels fishing for
groundfish CDQ would catch the ‘‘other
species’’ CDQ allocation before they
fully harvested target species such as
pollock, Pacific cod, sablefish, and
Greenland turbot. One of the primary
reasons they cited for the shortfall in
‘‘other species’’ CDQ was the reduction
in the 2001 arrowtooth flounder TAC.
NMFS regulations limit the amount of
‘‘other species’’ CDQ available to each
CDQ group and prohibit the groups from
exceeding their allocations.

At its April 2001 meeting, the Council
stated that the CDQ non-specific reserve
was ‘‘intended, in part, to provide
adequate ‘other species’ quota to allow
reasonable CDQ fisheries.’’ At its June
2001 meeting, the Council requested
that NMFS adjust the contribution of
arrowtooth flounder CDQ to the CDQ
non-specific reserve from 15 percent to
50 percent via emergency rulemaking.
This was done in the SSL/Harvest
Specifications interim emergency rule
extension on July 17, 2001 (66 FR
37167). During the 2002 BSAI
groundfish specification setting process,
the Council again requested that NMFS
amend the CDQ non-specific reserve to
increase the contribution of arrowtooth
flounder to the CDQ non-specific
reserve from 15 percent of the
arrowtooth flounder CDQ reserve to 50
percent of the arrowtooth flounder CDQ
reserve for 2002.
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4 The Council at its December 2001 meeting limited red king crab for trawl fisheries within the RKCSS to 35 percent of the total allocation to 
the rock sole/flathead sole/’other flatfish’’ fishery category (§ 679.21(e)(3)(ii)(B)). ‘‘Other flatfish’’ for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, 
except for Pacific halibut (a prohibited species), Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole, arrowtooth flounder. 

5 The Council at its December 2001 meeting apportioned the rockfish PSC amounts from June 30—December 31. 


